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Chronicle file 
Development of ranches and farmland into the Cinco 
Ranch master-planned community began in the 1980s. 


Craig Moseley / Houston Chronicle 


Some residents had to be rescued during Harvey after 
Barker Reservoir flooded Cinco Ranch neighborhoods. 


Bondholders not notified 
of potential for flooding 


By James Drew 


The special purpose districts that 
have powered development in the Cinco 
Ranch area west of Houston repeatedly 
failed to disclose to bond investors the 
risk of severe flooding from the adjacent 
Barker Reservoir, a Houston Chronicle 
investigation found. 

Hundreds of homes near the res- 
ervoir were flooded when Hurricane 
Harvey battered southeast Texas in late 
August. Many homeowners complained 
bitterly that they were never warned the 
reservoir could pour into their neigh- 
borhoods during an extreme storm. 

Bond investors who placed bets on 
the long-term economic health of the 
Cinco Ranch area were not told about 
the danger, either — although it had 
been documented for years in Fort Bend 
County planning records and in reports 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 


In 74 sales, special 
ourpose districts in 
Cinco Ranch only 
once disclosed risk 


which operates the reservoir. 

A patchwork of municipal utility 
districts, known as MUDs, and similar 
agencies oversee basic services in Cinco 
Ranch, a master-planned community 
25 miles west of downtown Houston. 
They regularly sell bonds to install and 
improve water, sewer, drainage systems 
and other infrastructure. 

The Chronicle looked at 10 districts 
that serve subdivisions along the south- 
western fringe of Barker Reservoir. All 
were flooded or evacuated during Har- 
vey. 


Mark Mulligan / Houston Chronicle 
The potential for devastating flooding from Barker Reservoir, unknown to many homeowners, became reality during Harvey. 


Those districts have sold bonds 74 
times since 1991, borrowing a total of 
$297 million. For each sale, an offering 
statement was distributed to investors, 
with a detailed description of risk fac- 
tors that could affect property values, 
the quality of life and the district’s abil- 
ity to make timely payments of interest 
and principal on the bonds. 

Only one of those 74 statements dis- 
closed the risk that the reservoir could 
inundate nearby subdivisions, the 
Chronicle found. 

The sole exception was a 1992 bond 
sale by the Willow Fork Drainage Dis- 
trict, which acknowledged the problem. 
In 17 subsequent bond sales, including 
one this year, the same district’s bond 
statements made no reference to the po- 
tential for flooding from the reservoir. 

The absence of disclosure cut offa po- 
tential avenue for investors, homebuyers 

Flood continues on A6 


» Read previous coverage of special purpose districts and the flooding of Cinco Ranch. 
HoustonChronicle.com/cincoranch 


Migrant families left broken at the border 


Questionable federal 
policy separates 
parents and children 


By Lomi Kriel 


Patricia Mejia gathered her 
three young children and made the 
arduous journey through Mexico 
to the U.S. border to escape El Sal- 
vador’s often deadly violence. 

When Border Patrol agents 
found the family near El Paso’s in- 
ternational bridge this fall, Mejia 
had the children’s birth certificates 
and said she wanted to ask for asy- 
lum and join her sister in Houston. 


She told the agents that a gang had 
threatened to kill her. 

Up until a few months ago, the 
family would most likely have 
been detained together and re- 
leased with instructions to appear 
in immigration court. There they 
could argue for asylum through a 
civil proceeding. 

But under President Donald 
Trump’s clampdown on immigra- 
tion, Mejia was imprisoned for the 
criminal charge of illegally cross- 
ing the border, and her children 
were taken away and placed in 
federal foster care. 

The White House threatened 


Hearing continues on A15 


Godofredo A. Vasquez / Houston Chronicle 


Silvia Torres waited two weeks before rejoining her 
twins. “I didn’t know if the girls were alive or dead.” 


Trump’s 
defense of 
Moore fans 
GOP rancor 


Party leaders fear accused 
child predator, win or lose, 
could cost hold on Senate 


By Jonathan Martin, Maggie 
Haberman and Alexander Burns 
NEW YORK TIMES 


By the time Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
the majority leader, made the last of 
his repeated pleas to President Donald 
Trump to keep his distance from the 
Senate candidacy of Roy Moore, it was 
too late. 

To McConnell, only the president 
could extinguish a fire that he sees as 
endangering Republicans’ Senate ma- 
jority. But Trump, speaking by phone 
Tuesday with McConnell, responded 
with the same argument he had been 
making inside the White House. 

The women who have called Moorea 
sexual predator, the president believes, 
may not be telling the truth. 

“Forty years is a long time. He’s run 
eight races, and this has never come 
up,” Trump said to the television cam- 
eras on the South Lawn hours after his 
conversation with McConnell, effec- 
tively endorsing Moore before boarding 
Marine One. 

“He says it didn’t happen,” he added. 
“You have to listen to him, also.” 

Trump’s decision to reject every 
long-shot plan to save the Senate seat 
reflects the imperative he faces to retain 
his political base, a determination that 
he should follow his own instincts after 
having felt steered into a disastrous ear- 
lier endorsement in the Alabama race, 

Defending continues on A24 


‘Harvey’ gives 
heart patient 
‘new shotat life’ 


Amid chaos, transplant 
recipient got joyous news 


By Mike Hixenbaugh 


First, Hurricane Harvey devas- 
tated the home of Ken Akre’s young- 
est daughter, 32-year-old Erin, in Port 
Aransas. Two days later, its floodwaters 
chased his second oldest, 34-year-old 
Megan, from her house in west Hous- 
ton. On the fifth day, it was Akre’s old- 
est daughter’s turn: The murky deluge 
from overflowing reservoirs crept up 
36-year-old Jennifer’s street and into her 
living room. 

Akre, 65, could do nothing but watch 
on TV from his hospital bed at Hous- 
ton Methodist, where he’d been since 
July, awaiting a new heart. Then, in the 
midst of the chaos, the storm seemed to 
deliver him one. He called Megan first: 
“The doctors think they’ve got a heart 
for me.” 

Later, they named it Harvey. 

Akre cannot say for sure ifthe person 
whose heart now beats in his chest died 
as a result of the hurricane that devas- 
tated his daughters. Privacy laws pre- 
vent doctors from revealing those kinds 
of details. But some of the storm’s 77 vic- 

Family continues on A14 
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